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Sno-King Amateur Hockey Association and Seattle Adaptive Sports are pleased to announce the 

formation of the Sno-King Thunderbirds Sled Hockey program.  The program is open to athletes of all 

ages, abilities, and ambitions and is being supported by Sno-King Hockey, Seattle Adaptive Sports, 
Seattle Thunderbird Foundation and Sno-King Ice Arenas.   

Gordon Brown, Executive Director of Sno-King, stated “Sno-King is very proud to be a pioneering leader 

for sled hockey in the Seattle area.  Not only is Sno-King offering athletes with disabilities another option 

to enjoy all the benefits of team sports, Sno-King is offering a great game.   

Sled hockey at the higher levels is sometimes referred to “murder ball on blades” and is played as 

aggressively as stand-up hockey.  If you watched the Sochi 2014 USA – Russia Gold medal game, you saw 
how intense and entertaining the game can be.   

It’s a game that offers opportunities for the recreational and the highly ambitious athlete.  These 

athletes have the opportunity to work towards competing at the national and international level, as well 
the Paralympics. We are excited to be part of that.” 

Try Sled Hockey Free! 

The first events for the program are Try Sled Hockey Free which are being held at Sno-King Ice Arena 

Renton, Sunday July 13th and Sunday August 10th, 2014.  Participants need to register in advance for the 

program to ensure that sufficient equipment is available.  Go to www.Register.SnoKingHockey.com to 

sign up.  

Tami English, Executive Director of SAS, says “There are only a few opportunities for team sports that 

individuals with physical disabilities can find in the Northwest. Seattle Adaptive Sports (SAS) found a 

need a couple of years ago to include a sled hockey program. We have been overwhelmed by the 

acceptance of our athletes in the hockey community and the desire to include our disabled team into 
the general leagues available in the region. 

SAS is thrilled to be embraced by the Sno-King Amateur Hockey Association (SKAHA) and the Sno-King 

Ice Arenas. Having a place to call home offers normalization for our competitive athletes. Equally, the 

Seattle Thunderbird Community Foundation has seen the importance of offering support for our 

programs as resources for facilities and funds are very limiting. The success of our growing sled hockey 
program is in large part due to the support of the Thunderbird Foundation and Sno-King Ice Arenas.  

Sports provide a sense of competitive spirit, teamwork, confidence, sportsmanship, goal-setting, healthy 

lifestyle and socialization, and for a person with a disability, finding resources in their community are 

near impossible, which makes this opportunity even more awarding as we see our athletes build self -
esteem and independence. “ 

 

The Sno-King Thunderbird Sled Hockey program will be under the guidance of Sno-King’s Hockey 

Director, Doug Kirton.  “Sno-King Amateur Hockey is excited to be involved with Seattle Adaptive Sports 

http://www.register.snokinghockey.com/


                                   
and the sled hockey community. We are thrilled with the addition of this great program. The amount of 

passion, determination and effort put forward by the sled hockey athlete is truly inspiring. We hope to 

see all levels of play competing in our program and hopefully a future USA Hockey Paralympian!  

The Sno-King Thunderbird Sled Hockey program is playing out of the Sno-King Ice Arena in Renton.  

Jamie Huscroft, Director of Facilities for Sno-King Ice Arenas stated “The purpose of our Ice Arenas are to 

contribute to the health and social well-being of the members of our communities through ice sports 

such as Learning to Skate, Figure Skating and Ice Hockey.  Sled hockey is one more way we can 
contribute to our communities.” 

Interested in participating?  See all the details at www.Sled.SnoKingHockey.com  

About Sno-King Hockey:  www.SnoKingHockey.com  

Sno-King Amateur Hockey Association is a 501c3 non-profit organization that has been “Building Players 
For Life” for over 50 years in the Greater Seattle area through the great game of ice hockey.   

About Seattle Adaptive Sports:   www.seattleadaptivesports.org 

Seattle Adaptive Sports provides the opportunity for youth and adults with physically disabilities to 

participate and compete in athletic and recreational activities. Recognized by US Olympic/Paralympic 

Committee as a Paralympic Sports Club, our organization follows the Paralympic values, which include 

courage, determination, inspiration and equality. Others competitive sports and programs offered are 
basketball, soccer, track/field and a youth mentoring program for those in the Puget Sound region.  

About Seattle Thunderbirds Foundation:  www.ThunderbirdsFoundation.com 

The Thunderbird Community Sports Foundation promotes good health, physical education, and 

academic achievement by providing scholarships and grants for amateur athletes in the Puget Sound 

Region to participate in athletic competitions in team and individual sports, as well as providing grants 
to local youth and amateur sports associations for equipment and facilities for use in our community.  

About Sno-King Ice Arenas:  www.SnoKingIceArenas.com  

Sno-King Ice Arenas is a non-profit organization with facilities in Kirkland and Renton, Wa.  The purpose 

of the non-profit is to contribute to the health and social well -being of the members of our communities 
through ice sports such as Learning to Skate, Figure Skating and Ice Hockey.   
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